September 28, 2007


SPECIAL SESSION ON WATER CONTINUES

The Legislature and the Governor are continuing their special session discussions about how to ensure a safe, clean and reliable supply of water for the state of California.  The key focus of the negotiations is now the $9 billion bond package proposed by the Governor last week, which would fund three new or expanded dams and amount to an unprecedented amount of taxpayer financing for water projects.  Additionally, a $5.4 billion bond proposal by Senate President Pro Tem Don Perata, also unveiled last week, includes funding for water supply projects that could include the new dams, as well as delta and watershed projects. Legislators plan to place a water bond on the February ballot for statewide voter approval.

The Senate bills introduced in the special session are:

SBX2 1 (Perata) Appropriates $611 million from bonds already passed by the voters in Propositions 1E and 84 on last November's ballot for water quality, flood control, water storage and wildlife preservation. It is identical to SB 1002 (Perata) that passed during the regular session and is on the Governor's desk.

SBX2 2 (Perata) The Water Supply Reliability Bond Act of 2008; a $5.4 billion bond. $2.4 billion would go for water supply, flood protection and fisheries in the Delta. Another $2 billion would go to improve water supply reliability throughout the state “to decentralize and decrease reliance on the delta and increase use of local groundwater supplies.” And, $1 billion would go for regional projects to improve water supply and water quality.
SBX2 3 (Cogdill) Also The Water Supply Reliability Bond Act of 2008; a $9 billion water bond bill that would provide funding for delta sustainability programs and water supply and storage projects, including funding for a new conveyance system and two new dams and the expansion of an existing dam. It includes $5.6 billion in above and below ground water storage ($5.1 billion in surface storage and $500 million in groundwater storage) and specifically identifies three locations for surface storage (Sites, Temperance Flat Reservoir and Los Vaqueros Expansion Project). It contains $1.9 billion for Delta restoration and water supply reliability, and $500 million in grants for specified watersheds throughout the state. 

SBX2 4 (Cogdill) Appropriates $552 million from bonds already passed by the voters for water resources. This is a competing measure to SBX2 1 by Perata.

