Broadband Update

CDT Connect

The California Department of Technology’s (CDT) Broadband Update provides the
latest information on the implementation of the State’s Broadband Action Plan,
Middle-Mile Broadband Initiative (MMBI), and other digital equity and inclusion
activities which are collectively known as Broadband for All.

Broadband for All - California Broadband Council Meeting

California Broadband Council meeting took place on Wednesday, July 26, 2023.
The California Department of Technology, California Public Utilities Commission,
and California Emerging Technology Fund provided updates on the significant
progress on the Broadband for All Action Plan implementation, Middle and Last-
Mile programs, the Statewide Affordable Connectivity program mobilization effort,
and the State Digital Equity and BEAD planning process.

The meeting recording, transcript, and presentation can be found upon
remediation for accessibility.

Middle Mile Broadband Initiative Update

Building California's Middle-Mile Network: A Phased Approach

The ambitious California Middle-Mile Broadband Initiative (MMBI) aims to deliver
open access, high-speed, and affordable broadband to all communities in the state.
However, due to its epic scale and complexity, the $3.8 billion initiative has faced
challenges. Between 2021 and 2022, the telecom industry experienced significant
increases in supply chain costs and labor due to inflation and other factors. As a
result, only half of the idealized 10,000-mile network could be constructed with the
current budget.

In response, the MMBI team developed a plan that will optimize the network’s reach
to serve the maximum number of unserved and underserved Californians.
Announced at the July 21, 2023, , the plan
leverages leasing, joint builds and purchasing and divides the effort into two phases
to deliver equitable, high-quality, 288-count fiber across the state.

Phase 1 encompasses 8,300 miles of the statewide network, serving communities
in all 58 counties where 570,000 households currently lack high-speed internet
access.

Phase 2 will focus on the remaining 1,700 miles to fulfill the Administration’s
10,000-mile network goal to close California’s digital divide. The MMBI team is
exploring several funding options that may be used to complete the second phase.

The Middle Mile Advisory Council (MMAC) meeting recording, transcript, and
presentation can be found

California's Broadband Middle-Mile Network Gets a Boost

The California Department of Technology (CDT) finalized an agreement with
Siskiyou Telephone Company (Siskiyou Tel) to construct 163 miles of fiber optic
cable as part of California’s statewide Middle-Mile Broadband Initiative. CDT
secured a $52 million contract with Siskiyou Tel to build the 163 miles of high-
speed, 288-fiber-count optical cable and install the necessary infrastructure. Read
more on

Logistics Site Visit

On July 7, 2023, California
Government Operations Agency
Secretary Amy Tong and CDT
Director Liana Bailey-Crimmins
(center), Deputy Director Mark
Monroe, and Deputy Director Scott
Adams, as well as other MMBI staff
members, attended a Sacramento
meet-and-greet event organized by
Graybar Industries, an MMBI
logistics provider. A huge inventory
of fiber optic conduit, cable and
vaults provided a dramatic
background for the event.

Last-Mile Program Update

Federal Funding Account

The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) continues to accept applications
for the , @ $2 billion grant program focused on building
last-mile broadband internet infrastructure for communities without access to fast
and reliable internet service. Applications will be accepted through the CPUC’s

. The deadline to apply is Friday, September 29, 2023, at 4
p.m. The program will award grants for reliable and affordable networks to
communities that need it most, particularly low-income and disadvantaged
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communities facing a growing digital divide. The program encourages Tribal and
local government participation and reflects California’s priority of bringing
affordable, reliable service to all Californians. More detailed information is available
on the CPUC’s webpage.

Local Agency Technical Assistance Program Recap

Available funding for the (LATA) program has
been exhausted. This program provided $50 million to local and Tribal governments
for pre-construction planning for high-speed internet infrastructure. Tribes with
additional or ongoing planning needs are encouraged to consider applying for the

, which provides up to $150,000
per Tribe per fiscal year for broadband planning.

CPUC Reviewing CASF Account Applications

The CPUC is reviewing recent applications for the :
which received 91 applications for nearly $15 million for broadband access and

digital inclusion, the , Which received 14
applications to build broadband networks offering free broadband service for
residents of low-income communities, and the , which

received 74 applications for approximately $527 million for middle-mile and last-mile
infrastructure.

Broadband Adoption and Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP)
Update

California reaches 2,337,591 ACP Household Enroliments

The California Broadband Council, state and local entities continue their
commitment to increase affordability and adoption of home internet service by
promoting low-cost internet plans and enrollment in the federal Affordable
Connectivity Program (ACP). This helps low-income households pay for internet
service and connected devices like a laptop or tablet.

As a result of these efforts, there are 2,337,591 California households enrolled in
the ACP as of July 31, 2023. That is 40% of all ACP-Eligible Households in
California.

ACP Tools and Resources

The California Department of Technology, the California Emerging Technology
Fund, EveryoneOn, and California State University Chico have developed the
following tools to support individuals applying for the ACP, and organizations
assisting with outreach, enrollment, and tracking ACP enrollment progress:

Digital Equity and Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment
(BEAD) Planning Update

Digital Equity and BEAD Planning has wrapped up a significant portion of the
engagement and data acquisition phase. We extend heartfelt thanks to over 50,000
California residents, partners, and stakeholders for their participation and input
during this phase.

Digital Equity Planning Process Update

A detailed report was given at the Statewide Digital Equity Planning Group meeting
on July 26. Additionally, the last Tribal Collaboration Working Group took place on
July 28. Please find past meetings' video recordings, transcripts, and presentations

We are now focusing on analyzing the input from the various planning phase
components and developing the draft digital equity plan. Target completion of the
draft and public comment period in early Fall. The

will also be updated in the coming weeks to support the next planning
phase.

Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment Program Update

The CPUC released a of California’s high-level BEAD Five-Year
Action Plan for comment on July 17th, 2023. As part of BEAD, the CPUC must
submit a Five-Year Action Plan to the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration (NTIA) establishing California’s needs, priorities, and
existing programs for closing the digital divide. Parties in the BEAD proceeding
(Rulemaking 23-02-016) may submit opening comments addressing

or suggest edits to the Five-Year Action Plan until August 7, and reply
comments are due August 11. The CPUC will submit the final version of the 5-Year
Action Plan, along with all comments received, to NTIA later this month and will use
the comments to inform the forthcoming Initial Proposal, which will establish
detailed program rules according to federal requirements and guidelines.

The CPUC also issued an in the BEAD
proceeding establishing the policy issues in the proceeding and an anticipated
proceeding timeline. Through the proceeding, the CPUC will seek extensive input
on the forthcoming Initial Proposal from stakeholders and members of the public
prior to submitting the Initial Proposal to NTIA by the federal deadline of late
December 2023.
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Finally, the CPUC will be hiring for positions ranging from data management to
engagement coordinators in the coming months to support implementation of
BEAD. Keep an eye on the on CalCareers for more information
and to apply for open positions once they are posted.

Upcoming Meetings

Date and Time Meeting Location and Link

Friday, October Middle-Mile Advisory In-Person: California Department of
20 Council Meeting Tax and Fee Administration (450 N
10:00-11:30am (Hybrid) St, Sacramento, CA 95814)

Zoom link will be available

Wednesday, California Broadband In-Person: CoveredCA — Tahoe
October 25 Council Meeting Board Room (1601 Exposition
9:30-11:30am (Hybrid) Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95815)

Zoom link will be available

Wednesday, Statewide Digital Zoom link will be available
October 25 Equity Planning Group
12:00-2:00pm Meeting (Virtual)

Job Opportunities

The California Department of Technology Office of Broadband and Digital Literacy
(OBDL) is hiring three Broadband Operation and Engagement Analysts. Apply
using the link below.

. (FFD 8/7/23)
Keep an eye on and on

CalCareers for more information and to apply for open positions once they are
posted.

Broadband for All Update



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013VrncbbgdZAg2-H9MrDU5VH3PtyBHVYuHfFX574Znj0Skg7Ts27MrKL7ZcNoSo2FC15SiEuXGyxzOe4xrFMvCHfhMZFqmf41qEl4AzPrVFCS0pcVnH-QvcVguv1SVjRvVE7n9Swbv_GMF81WrlIy0cfBFh1mscojOTRxxvdZy0_5VoN_vUd_QeH7fG1sXOVvONBNlfnatdYHTR5XZkoA5cRqWsIuxS7GsZd_sn88UGo=&c=XsqXvdi0v8yquWGmQWpeanNDCQSlfywvssH9WOdF1Mu_jfK9VqleeQ==&ch=HZF-amtbYxxHIEp2AiWVXdeEA66qgt568fOpZDDLTwTsZ-GTabfvwA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013VrncbbgdZAg2-H9MrDU5VH3PtyBHVYuHfFX574Znj0Skg7Ts27MrJzKxKnAzfc0KQbF02aXEuNHb2N0O7v8hmJwqthdWWJZmKO3QF0Z5Ntc3P4gmnUNrBy8sCvn5DXhz4UPCzYCUlMi6zWiUO9_9TNzep_p05TfDBucGRasbsfRZcB8_eAQUz0RGSFdfqaEosHG2MfHPkk1mxCqJ5XXAztd_oZF6UOu&c=XsqXvdi0v8yquWGmQWpeanNDCQSlfywvssH9WOdF1Mu_jfK9VqleeQ==&ch=HZF-amtbYxxHIEp2AiWVXdeEA66qgt568fOpZDDLTwTsZ-GTabfvwA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013VrncbbgdZAg2-H9MrDU5VH3PtyBHVYuHfFX574Znj0Skg7Ts27MrCpNkfxk8bEpSeYZ5K49daXP4FXAfC5uYGuAenk06bWjiz0CB1pJZHDrAYnsgzXZXMuZrp2x8eb9mnU-ybMOo-GmlmKySIn-SE7CESjlF4BF&c=XsqXvdi0v8yquWGmQWpeanNDCQSlfywvssH9WOdF1Mu_jfK9VqleeQ==&ch=HZF-amtbYxxHIEp2AiWVXdeEA66qgt568fOpZDDLTwTsZ-GTabfvwA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013VrncbbgdZAg2-H9MrDU5VH3PtyBHVYuHfFX574Znj0Skg7Ts27MrOFSxPPRT19CAdHAjGpud73Jma3rwenuf0AQIuzMlnesak1hUxKtFstEXiKaX0dpWgbrmQuaOWpTiqleehVIzjzAk2zkk0W0uILw0QhdJcELj7lMXl1QzuZufDsdCHUfIA==&c=XsqXvdi0v8yquWGmQWpeanNDCQSlfywvssH9WOdF1Mu_jfK9VqleeQ==&ch=HZF-amtbYxxHIEp2AiWVXdeEA66qgt568fOpZDDLTwTsZ-GTabfvwA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013VrncbbgdZAg2-H9MrDU5VH3PtyBHVYuHfFX574Znj0Skg7Ts27MrKL7ZcNoSo2FTKovTGXudF5cQdUWGJ1B6ZlDxD_qPrF2_2UCO3gesbdDLDInv-1MmofavVRXD5JUiRU5fCR5UlvwjujMhzj0F3TmkoDTGx5BgV9eya52TSJmSVYukxcQJnvo5RjKYcCOS1KVpe6ELAXKv0c5orf7UBSEGEnGqDNxlkOXCciNd7I=&c=XsqXvdi0v8yquWGmQWpeanNDCQSlfywvssH9WOdF1Mu_jfK9VqleeQ==&ch=HZF-amtbYxxHIEp2AiWVXdeEA66qgt568fOpZDDLTwTsZ-GTabfvwA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013VrncbbgdZAg2-H9MrDU5VH3PtyBHVYuHfFX574Znj0Skg7Ts27MrKL7ZcNoSo2F-Uq-RcIrBmau_gKzLvkMmmFcTnaQ5FxlBn1PToYjTAnTLlU7WqaTHqTSnGNQsF5e8ZTBCk1fO0EbdXuhV6vhFL7ZtIfHOMAdfCwAMPJcd9KT_Kejv_ZBDjsTEAVD0UZCg54GoyeCC6iW14gIcV4__V2Rj3f6RL5BQlF7ONLEHYPh3v4s9xrIXdy0Awlwbv6_&c=XsqXvdi0v8yquWGmQWpeanNDCQSlfywvssH9WOdF1Mu_jfK9VqleeQ==&ch=HZF-amtbYxxHIEp2AiWVXdeEA66qgt568fOpZDDLTwTsZ-GTabfvwA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013VrncbbgdZAg2-H9MrDU5VH3PtyBHVYuHfFX574Znj0Skg7Ts27MrKL7ZcNoSo2FsltWP4v-zo7Ft4AbcwfAZGgSiO2jXevuJLAxDlDCjRs3ayRmQSUqwVHhsKwH7x3JqTBPqFEsqR-Egcx3hBP8NPXLdCP5-xkG0ApEpEbF04R_MK8-3BSTHxveGHzX8aPighxMKWChGM8BYu55pxG_gD0aWUtMqNSiTjYm4_pWhxTf_L8L1ATYIBE7vAAlCZRb5DMgYKQj0RGHvB7KpKvssgl7oASkl4lbv4sDGXBQB9xJsTwEdfUomcij_xoUi5_6xTf9nQ6y0wmhL75YrVPRkdHkhmny2oxfOfcC4Bfi6-dSCsHHnfjHaecOM7jTLk07KXy7yKTeie6ffaCFmFUtM4xcJT6MwGcNb8y4Vhh4g7wC9oxsG_phRrt2qwEniWJqywp73jZ98Nw0c6EIDZ-7x3Ax3OHdLpEfQfj9wAN_uW9XYQHkGyMQTJJiJQhoO1FvLRNP_PJ1EhZ9KCmVrj8UnjyZtW9UIkOUf6R2SoWk4rSEI6ao1uGWhMqDrFNlKYp87Zr-xZCo-ElTBe8MQ-7DJ5TprMSjvHguM5FqWDlUB9IhAU20aKc4Rlhtb3NPFyUKvSIzUD4eNj3hmmHX8mpcAJSUb4Z6jCeVQDk_8kxSA73zgiddheXvP9U_U6Yb59WB-g1MLkeojBXwvZ4ihHHcWn25EybqTVC8LUXzAv_gU44iqtbr0UAwaYc5qa_ZgaqNP0tFIPSgcPRF1AXZQUnYQBKcZ80DsqvTZBU5lRpQ6YA-y2dIXOhH_CkMgibozLDH&c=XsqXvdi0v8yquWGmQWpeanNDCQSlfywvssH9WOdF1Mu_jfK9VqleeQ==&ch=HZF-amtbYxxHIEp2AiWVXdeEA66qgt568fOpZDDLTwTsZ-GTabfvwA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013VrncbbgdZAg2-H9MrDU5VH3PtyBHVYuHfFX574Znj0Skg7Ts27MrBDqGpKDxTebNOH5Wz24WBJPNk3D8Fzs3wYmFrQmwq4mVbMDS7QPmj9d_gPj8oLv6ewvSSfuRKzf1FoQk9NzVvPdWhfPlU1gDhvnchHTtyxw7iIDbRXkZpxuKEclWtElGioRQwDjOtDfqG5eyvXnvv23T4kxmhQ_vw==&c=XsqXvdi0v8yquWGmQWpeanNDCQSlfywvssH9WOdF1Mu_jfK9VqleeQ==&ch=HZF-amtbYxxHIEp2AiWVXdeEA66qgt568fOpZDDLTwTsZ-GTabfvwA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013VrncbbgdZAg2-H9MrDU5VH3PtyBHVYuHfFX574Znj0Skg7Ts27MrKh6rPq48T_lqi1e0FUYO5qJbwRzZq0H0K_KbFwSbPz78JxoSg4gGnqy6xZo_dEjrypNfxtr8zkYjsTth-pAA0GO3qf-Dp31sA==&c=XsqXvdi0v8yquWGmQWpeanNDCQSlfywvssH9WOdF1Mu_jfK9VqleeQ==&ch=HZF-amtbYxxHIEp2AiWVXdeEA66qgt568fOpZDDLTwTsZ-GTabfvwA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013VrncbbgdZAg2-H9MrDU5VH3PtyBHVYuHfFX574Znj0Skg7Ts27MrKh6rPq48T_l7FASEz0ZN3AGaKfD1DIB1tJwpoNJWfSo--ZxiTPi9WQ7OnTvMoP_D97OeMf-LlGabMDCaXasFXwnMrlWlacqmGv1Ivwr5-mtgx-rhnxFbbR8yIoK1u90QNvQ5qNGzJkIbE5XAkiMDbwFyN-QWVyF3dpy4pv76ZOmVLEyVOY1v2jTpo5yDD-oVg==&c=XsqXvdi0v8yquWGmQWpeanNDCQSlfywvssH9WOdF1Mu_jfK9VqleeQ==&ch=HZF-amtbYxxHIEp2AiWVXdeEA66qgt568fOpZDDLTwTsZ-GTabfvwA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013VrncbbgdZAg2-H9MrDU5VH3PtyBHVYuHfFX574Znj0Skg7Ts27MrKh6rPq48T_lFhjixo80wJhO5fFpv6dlRYqHGKiXAhtT4YT6tR-TwUF5JaCuBrd_NcVg36mby4Ht3h4URezjgd_g0TkGcHEuWqv5QVYNw3Qh3DtXI7i6pJI=&c=XsqXvdi0v8yquWGmQWpeanNDCQSlfywvssH9WOdF1Mu_jfK9VqleeQ==&ch=HZF-amtbYxxHIEp2AiWVXdeEA66qgt568fOpZDDLTwTsZ-GTabfvwA==

